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http://www.civil-war-photos.com/Women/imagepages/civil-war-women-600.html
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http://www.civil-war-photos.com/Women/imagepages/Rev. Josiah Henson, better known as Mrs. H. Beecher Stowe's ''Uncle Tom'',.html
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http://www.civil-war-photos.com/Women/imagepages/Webb Sisters.html
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Description of pictures for teacher’s use only 

 

 

1. Camp Follower/Laundress – Women often accompanied their male family members (husband or 

brother) to war and would work in the camp doing domestic chores.  

 

2. Nurse - Some historians believe that somewhere between 3,000 and 8,000 women     volunteered 

their services as nurses throughout the duration of the Civil War, the majority of them being from 

northern states. However, such an estimate is questionable due to the fact that several nurses, upon 

receiving appointments, refused to have their names recorded in the official books. Mrs. M. J. 

Boston once said to the surgeon she was working under, "I do not want any pay for my services. I 

only try to do all I can for the soldiers." Other women who made similar decisions found it even 

more difficult to collect pensions later in their lives.  

 

With the lack of documentation, it is nearly impossible to claim the exact number of women who 

performed duty as nurses.  

 

3. Vivande – Mary Tippee: Zouaves Unit – 114th Pennsylvania. Photograph taken at the Tyson 

Brothers studio in Gettysburg, wearing the Kearny Cross she received for gallantry on the field of 

Fredericksburg where she was wounded in the ankle by a bullet. A vivandere was a combination 

nurse, cook, seamstress, and laundress who travelled with the Zouaves. A vivandiere adopted the 

style f clothing of her regiment, but with men’s pants under a knee-length skirt. Most vivandieres 

were sent home when the heavy fighting started, so Mary is considered the only enlisted woman at 

Gettysburg where she carried water and treated the wounded during the heaviest of the fighting. She 

was in 13 battles, and carried a .44 caliber pistol.  

 

http://pinterest.com/pin/208995238929503423/


4. Spy - Mary Elizabeth Bowser, in 1861, as a highly regarded, free African-American woman 

disguised as a slave, began acting as a spy for the Union Army. With a position among the slavery 

ranks at the Confederate White house, Bowser became the highest placed and most imperative 

espionage agent in the Civil War. 

 

Pictures of Women 1850’s-1860’s: These pictures represent the various types of roles that women 

played during this period: farming, wife/mother/home maker, domestics, slaves. 

 

5. Sarah Rosetta Wakeman - Sarah Rosetta Wakeman was one of hundreds of women who disguised 

themselves as men to fight in the Civil War. Unlike most of the women however, the letters that 

Wakeman wrote home were preserved by her family and later published. They give a unique picture 

of what it was like to undertake and maintain such a masquerade. 

 

Wakeman was born on January 16, 1843 in Bainbridge, New York, the eldest of nine children in a 

poor farming family. Not much is known about Wakeman’s life, until August of 1862, when she 

decided to leave home disguised as a man. The reasons for this drastic decision can be guessed at—

she had no prospects of marriage, her father was in debt, and her small earnings as a “domestic” 

would not have been much help to the family.  

 

Adopting a male disguise, Wakeman signed on as a boatman doing manual labor on a coal barge 

traveling on the Chenango Canal. Shortly after making her first trip, she encountered recruiters from 

the 153rd New York Infantry Regiment. The offer of a $152.00 bounty was too good to refuse, and 

on August 30, 1862, Wakeman enlisted under the name of Lyons Wakeman. The regiment departed 

for Washington, DC on October 17.  

 

After serving provost and guard duty in Alexandria, Virginia and on Capitol Hill in Washington, the 

regiment was transferred to the command of Major General Nathaniel Banks in February of 1864. 

On March 15, Wakeman and her regiment were sent to Louisiana to take part in the Red River 

Campaign. Forced to march hundreds of miles through swampy bayou country, with poor food and 

drinking water, Wakeman persevered while hundreds of her comrades succumbed to illness.  

 

The regiment finally saw action at Pleasant Hill, Louisiana on April 9, 1864. Standing shoulder to 

shoulder with the men in her company, Wakeman fired round after round into the advancing 

Confederates, beating them back six times. While the 153rd fought gallantly, the Union army was 

forced to retreat back down the Red River, fighting another engagement at Monett’s Bluff on April 

23rd. Holding back the Confederates once again, the army finally reached safety at Alexandria, 

Louisiana in early May.  

 

On May 3, Wakeman reported to the regimental hospital, suffering from chronic diarrhea. She was 

transferred to a hospital in New Orleans, arriving there on May 22. By this time she was gravely ill 

and on June 19, 1864, she died. There is no record of her true sex ever having been discovered, and 

she was buried under the name Private Lyons Wakeman at Chalmette National Cemetery near New 

Orleans. In one of her letters home, she had written “I don’t know how long before I shall have to go 

into the field of battle. For my part I don’t care. I don’t feel afraid to go.” 

 

http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/biographies/nathaniel-banks.html

