Instructional Lesson Plan

English Language Arts


	Grade: 7
	Unit Title: The Choices We Make                         Lesson Plan: 02

	Lesson Overview

	This lesson focuses on an analysis of a short story, “The Three Century Woman” by Richard Peck.  The teacher will examine word choice, figurative language, sentence structure or patterns, degree of formality, purpose, and attitude toward the subject matter to convey the author’s style.  Students will compare their findings of Richard Peck’s literary style to that of Ben Carson’s in Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story. 



	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	· Analyze the lesson for strategic placement of formative assessments.

· Prepare scripted notes to conduct a close reading of an excerpt from the story, “The Three Century Woman” by Richard Peck.

· Develop leveled questions to guide discussion of the story.

The following suggestions may be utilized to differentiate the lesson appropriately based on the individual needs of students.

· Apply appropriate elements of UDL: 
· Establish cooperative learning groups with roles and responsibilities to closely examine the literary elements of the story  and stylistic choices made by the writer
· Have students bring in and share excerpts from their favorite children’s stories to build familiarity with specific authors and their styles
· Have students utilize the checklist of elements of literary style found at http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/style-defining-exploring-author-209.html as they read
· For Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) see www.marylandlearninglinks.org
· Apply WIDA Performance Definitions and CAN DO Descriptors to differentiate lesson for English Language Learners.

· Provide a variety of photographs of the elderly to determine what “100 years old” looks like
· Use of bilingual dictionary

· Create a personalized dictionary with vocabulary from the story and literary terms used in the lesson, use pictures if possible. Vocabulary words from the short story may include, but are not limited, to the following: rut, inmates (as it is used in context), Alzheimer’s, wavering, century, attribute, present, zeppelin, venerable, shorthand. Literary terms may include, but are not limited to, the following:  figurative language, imagery, implied humor, situational humor, colloquialism, idiom, simile, metaphor, sarcasm.


	Essential Question

	What affects the choices we make?
What can we learn from the choices made by others?



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.

RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.

SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on other’s ideas and expressing their own clearly.
W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, or audiences.

L.7.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

 

	Student Outcomes

	· Students will participate in a close reading of an excerpt from the short story, “The Three Century Woman” by Richard Peck.

· Students will participate in collaborative discussions involving relevant ideas from the story.

· Students will analyze the literary elements and stylistic choices made by the writer.

· Students will analyze the points of view of the characters in the short story.

· Students will compare and contrast the stylistic choices made by Richard Peck and Ben Carson.

· Students will use conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.


	Materials

	· Copies of the short story, “The Three Century Woman” by Richard Peck
· Sentence strips/markers
· Highlighters and/or colored pencils to mark the text
· Video projection equipment w/speakers  
· Copies of previously read short stories or poems including: “The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost, “The Right to the Streets of Memphis” by Richard Wright, and “Eleven” by Sandra Cisneros.

	Pre-Assessment

	· Engage students in a discussion centering on the question, “What is style?” 
· Utilize the discussion and ideas shared by students to determine background knowledge and experiences in identifying the elements of style.



	Lesson Procedure

	· Post the conventional definition of “style” as it relates to clothing, music, art, etc. The teacher may choose to show pictures/slides of clothing styles from magazine ads, various styles of artwork, and create a list of different styles/genres of music or listen to samples of the music to help formulate a working definition of style.   
· Explain that just as a person’s stylistic choices in clothing, music, art etc. communicates aspects of his/her personality, an authors’ use of words/language choices contributes to the overall style of their writing to make an impression on the reader.  Have students develop a definition of literary “style”. (For example, the organization of text elements and the effect these elements have on meaning that the reader develops from the text.) 
· Engage students in a brief “Think/Pair/Share” centering on the question: How does an author’s choice of words communicate their style of their writing?  For additional information demonstrating another way to analyze author’s style utilizing a “style checklist” see:  http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/style-defining-exploring-author-209.html 
· Challenge students to identify the author of 2 – 3 children’s stories by sharing selected excerpts aloud that are representative of that author’s style. (For example, The True Story of the 3 Little Pigs by John Scieszka, Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss, and  Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendack) Teachers may choose books based on the preferences of their student populations or invite students to bring in personal favorites to share with the class.
· Engage students in a discussion about the stylistic choices made by the writers in each example. Take notes in a three column chart on the board or using overhead projection as needed. Ask students to determine what makes the writing style of each author distinct and/or unique from the others. 
· Briefly share biographical information about the author Richard Peck. This information can be found at www.tallmania.com/peck.html Explain to students that Peck’s style typically appeals to young adult readers and that they will be listening to a short story by him to determine how his writing style is different from that of Ben Carson. 
· Show the video of Richard Peck reading the short story, “The Three Century Woman,” aloud to an audience. 

· Discuss how Richard Peck’s reading of the story sets the tone, develops the mood, and communicates his literary style. Explore the idea that the mood and tone were established not just by the words on the page but also by the manner in which these were orally delivered by the reader. 
· Direct students to the text of “The Three Century Woman.” Read aloud the opening paragraphs of the story (up to the point where Megan states she will wait in the car) to students. As you read, highlight or make note of examples of figurative language, colloquial expressions, imagery used by the writer, etc. Use a think-aloud to explain how these examples contribute to the mood and tone of the story. 
· Pair or group students and assign each a “chunked” portion of the text. Provide each pair/group with sentence strips and markers.

· Direct students to examine the portion of text assigned to them and make note of examples of figurative language, colloquial expressions, or imagery that contribute to the mood and tone of the story and communicate the author’s style.

· Have groups post their sentence strips with text examples that show Peck’s writing style. Consider having students group the examples categorically as they post them. 
· Use the text examples provided by students to determine an overall writing style for Richard Peck in the story “The Three Century Woman.” See http://www.macmillandictionary.com/thesaurus-category/british/Words-used-to-describe-writing-or-speech-style for a list of words that can be used to describe an author’s writing style.  
· Revisit the text of the short story “Eleven” by Sandra Cisneros. Have students independently skim the story to locate words, phrases, and/or sentences that are indicative of the writing style of the author.

· Have students share and/or post these examples. As a class, determine several words that could be used to describe the writing style of Sandra Cisneros.

· Ask students to orally draw conclusions about how the style of Sandra Cisneros is similar or different to that of Richard Peck and explain their reasoning. 

 

	Lesson Closure

	· Have students respond to one of the following to demonstrate their understanding of an author’s writing style:

· Have students choose two previously read authors (Robert Frost, Richard Wright, Sandra Cisneros, Richard Peck, or Ben Carson) and complete a graphic organizer (for example, a “T” chart, Venn Diagram, or bubble map) to show similarities and differences in their writing styles. 

· Have students choose two previously read authors as their focus and select one word that is reflective of both writing styles. Students should create a list of several text examples from each that support the style word selected.

· Have students create an expository text comparing and contrasting the writing styles of Richard Peck, Ben Carson, and/or Sandra Cisneros using text examples to support their ideas. 

· Divide the class in half and assign one half of the class Chapter 10 and the other half Chapter 11 from Gifted Hands. Have students independently skim the chapter assigned to them to locate words, phrases, and/or sentences that are indicative of the writing style of Ben Carson and draw a conclusion about the writing style of Ben Carson.  
· Have students compose an original paragraph imitating the style of Richard Wright, Ben Carson, Richard Peck, or Sandra Cisneros and write a reflective statement explaining the stylistic choices they made to mimic the author. 

· Have students select an excerpt from Gifted Hands or “Eleven” to deliver orally to the class and explain how choices they made in their oral delivery enhanced the style. 
· Revisit the unit’s essential questions to determine how style affects the choices we make as writers.  

· Assign students Chapter 12 of Gifted Hands to read at home.
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