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Instructional Lesson Plan for English Language Arts

	Grade: 2
	Unit Title: Communities

	Lesson Overview

	This five-day lesson provides students an opportunity to read and compare informational and literary texts on the same topic written by the same author. Model texts for this lesson are from the Magic Tree House series. Students will first read, discuss, and take notes about the community life and behavior of dolphins from the informational text, Magic Tree House Fact Tracker: Dolphins and Sharks. Students will then spend several days reading the companion literary text, Dolphins at Daybreak, to discuss, analyze, and write about characterization, setting, and plot. Finally, students will compare notes from the informational text, Magic Tree House Fact Tracker: Dolphins and Sharks, to an event from the literary text, Dolphins at Daybreak, to analyze the author’s use of research in writing the literary text.
 

	Teacher Planning and Preparation

	The model lessons in this unit feature best practices to address Common Core State Standards.  The lesson plans were designed for heterogeneous classes.  When teachers implement these plans, they should consider the skills and special needs of their students and make adjustments accordingly.  

Apply appropriate elements of UDL:

· Options for Perception: 1.1 Customize the display of information,   1.2 Provide alternatives for auditory information 

1.3 Provide alternatives for visual information
· Options for Expression: 5.1 Allow choices of media for communication, 5.2 Provide appropriate tools for composition and problem solving, 5.3 Provide ways to scaffold practice and performance
· Options for Comprehension:  3.1 Provide or activate background knowledge , 3.2 Highlight critical features, big ideas, and relationships , 3.3 Guide information processing, 3.4 Support memory and transfer
· Options for Sustaining Effort: 8.3 Foster collaboration and communication 

The following websites provide alternate strategies and information for differentiation of lesson.  

English Language Learners

http://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
Gifted Children

National Association for Gifted Children

http://www.nagc.org/
Special Education and 504 LD Online

http://www.ldonline.org/educators
http://marylandlearninglinks.org
**Prepare for small group/guided reading by selecting appropriate leveled text and making connections to “Communities” and other topics related to this theme.



	Focus Question

	Are there animal communities?



	Pre-Assessment

	Within this unit, students have learned about insects and animals that live in communities. When asked how insects and animals that live in communities are alike, students should know that they:

· Live together in one place

· Care for the young

· Communicate with one another

· Help each other get food and stay safe


	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	RI.2.1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
RI.2.2. Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.

RI.2.5. Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.
RI.2.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2–3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
W.2.8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

L.2.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

· Use collective nouns (e.g., group).



	Student Outcomes

	· Students will ask and answer questions about dolphins’ community life.
· Students will use identify the topic of a multiparagraph passage and to determine the main idea and key details.

· Students will use information in notes to respond to a routine writing prompt.

· Students will use collective nouns.

· Students will read and comprehend complex text.


	Text and Resources: Day 1 – Magic Tree House Fact Tracker: Dolphins and Sharks

	Dolphins and Sharks by Mary Pope Osborne and Natalie Pope Boyce

Lexile: 730L

Summary: This Magic Tree House guide provides factual information about oceans and the dolphins and sharks that inhabit them. Like most informational text, this book can be read in its entirety, or parts may be read for specific purposes. The chapter “Dolphin Life” will help students learn about the community life of these animals. Students will read closely and take notes in order to compare the texts at the end of this five-day lesson.


	Lesson Procedure: Day 1 – Magic Tree House Fact Tracker: Dolphins and Sharks

	1. Orient students to the Magic Tree House series by projecting the author’s website (with the sound off), http://www.magictreehouse.com/#. Mouse over the books on the bookshelf to show paired literary and informational books. Have students who are familiar with the series explain the premise: In each story, Jack and Annie are whisked away in the magic tree house to a new adventure. Adventures involve animals, people, places, and events that are real or imaginary. Readers can learn more about each subject in the companion fact tracker book. It does not matter which of the paired books is read first.

2. Use an LCD projector to display the cover of Dolphins and Sharks. Call students attention to the series, Magic Tree House; the title, Dolphins and Sharks; and the authors, Mary Pope Osborne and Natalie Pope Boyce. 

3. Revisit the focus question: Are there animal communities? Ask students which animals (dolphins or sharks) live in communities. If students are uncertain, display pictures of dolphins with their calves (p. 48-49) and dolphins hunting for food together (p.54-55).

4. Display the table of contents and ask students which chapter is most likely to contain information about how dolphins live in communities – “Dolphin Life.”  
5. Post the characteristics of animals that live in communities: live together, care for young, communicate with each other, help get food and stay safe. Have students listen for these aspects of dolphin community life as you read “Dolphin Life” aloud. Have students turn and talk about the community life of dolphins.

6. Provide students with a note-taking organizer to gather information about aspects of dolphin community life. Remind students to closely attend to and note text details. Use subheadings to identify the topic of a passage and to determine main ideas and details. Tell students that they will use their notes today and at the end of the week.

7. Project and reread “Dolphin Life” stopping to model and guide student note-taking on an enlarged version of the “Dolphin Fact Tracker” note-taking organizer.
8. Routine writing: Explain how a pod of dolphins defends themselves when a shark tries to attack.



	Text/Resources: Days 2-4 – Magic Tree House: Dolphins at Daybreak

	Dolphins at Daybreak by Mary Pope Osborne (1 copy for each student)
Lexile: 350L
Summary:  To become Master Librarians, Jack and Annie must use research to solve four riddles. In this book, the Magic Tree House transports the pair to the ocean with a copy of the Ocean Guide to help them figure out what is ‘rough and gray and has great beauty inside.’ Curiosity leads to an unexpected submarine ride, dangerous ocean encounters, and help from some fishy friends. The Ocean Guide comes in handy throughout the adventure which ends happily as Jack and Annie arrive home soaked but safe. 

Most young students will be able to decode this story independently. Sentences are relatively simple, and new vocabulary is reinforced through repetition. Each of the ten chapters is brief and features large print and relatively simple sentences. Dialogue between the main characters features the use of speaker tags to aid students in identifying the speaker. 

Throughout the reading, students will return to the text to closely reread and examine characters, setting, and events that are critical to the plot. Students will discuss and write about the text each day.



	Unit Standards Applicable to this Lesson

	RL.2.1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.

RL.2.3. Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.

RL.2.5. Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action.

RL.2.7. Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.
RF.2.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.
RF.2.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

L.2.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.
W.2.8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.


	Student Outcomes

	· Students will ask and answer questions about key details.
· Students will analyze characterization.

· Students will analyze the connection between the beginning and ending of the story.

· Students will use details from illustrations and text to describe characters, setting, and plot.

· Students will use decoding skills to read the text.

· Students will read fluently with accuracy and expression.

· Students will use context to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words.


	Lesson Procedure: Days 2-4 – Magic Tree House: Dolphins at Daybreak

	Day 2: Chapters 1-3 (approximately 10 pages of independent reading)
1. Display the cover of Dolphins at Daybreak and explain to students that they will meet and get to know Jack and Annie in this story. Have students predict from the cover where the adventure will take place and what other person or animal will be involved.
2. Read aloud the first chapter, “Master Librarians,” as students follow along in their books to orient them to the adventure.

3. Discuss fantasy elements: magic tree house, travel through time and space, Morgan Le Fay and Merlin (both characters from Arthurian legends).

4. Have students independently read Chapters 2 and 3 to discover how Jack and Annie try to solve Morgan Le Fay’s riddle.

5. Engage students in a collaborative discussion using any or all of these text-dependent questions.

· Where does the magic tree house take Jack and Annie?

· What is coral?

· What is a reef?

· What word has been shortened to sub?
· How did Jack and Annie act responsibly on the coral reef?

· Why couldn’t the mini-sub be the answer to Morgan Le Fay’s riddle?

· What problems and possibilities did riding in the mini-sub present?

· How are Jack and Annie different in their curiosity? (Return to the text and read closely to determine how Jack and Annie are both curious in different ways as they respond to events and challenges. Jack’s curiosity is deliberate. When he is curious about the pink sand, he researches it in the Ocean Guide and learns that the sand is made of tiny coral skeletons. Annie is impulsive; she acts without thinking. When she sees the sub, she wants to climb inside. Once inside the sub, the hatch closes and Annie presses buttons that caused the sub to start and dive into the ocean.)
6. Routine writing: Have students cite evidence from the first three chapters to provide examples of Jack or Annie’s curiosity.
Differentiation: 
· Meet in small groups with students who need more scaffolding. Chunk the text and guide the reading with more frequent comprehension checks.

· Use illustrations to discuss and unpack story details for students who are unfamiliar with story context or language.

Day 3: Chapters 4-6 (approximately 16 pages of independent reading)
1. Have students work with a partner to recount important events of the first three chapters using chapter titles and illustrations.
2. Have students relate what brought Jack and Annie from their home to this place by the ocean. (the riddle they must solve to become master librarians)

3. Reread the last two paragraphs of Chapter 3. Annie thinks that the answer to the riddle may be in the ocean.

4. Have students read Chapters 4 through 6 to find out what Jack and Annie discover in the ocean.

5. Engage students in collaborative discussion using any or all of these text-dependent questions. 

· Explain why Jack said, “It’s like we’re in a fish tank – and they’re looking at us.” 

· Why couldn’t Jack and Annie find the answer to the riddle in the ocean?

· How is a ship’s log like a diary?

· How was the mini sub defective?

· Which ocean creature caused the greatest problem for Jack and Annie? Explain. (Return to the text to closely reread the interactions with the dolphins, octopus, and hammerhead shark. Examine the details of each encounter to determine which animal caused a problem for them.)

6. Routine writing: Explain how the octopus put Jack and Annie in danger.

Differentiation: 

· Meet in small groups with students who need more scaffolding. Chunk the text and guide the reading with more frequent comprehension checks.

· Use illustrations to discuss and unpack details in the text for students who might be unfamiliar with story context or language.

Day 4: Chapters 7-10 (approximately 18 pages of independent reading)

1. Have students work with a partner to recount important events from Chapters 4-6 using chapter titles and illustrations.
2. Have students relate what brought Jack and Annie to and under the ocean. Make sure that students understand that they have not yet solved the riddle and they are in grave danger with a leaking sub and a lurking hammerhead shark.

3. Use the Read-Write-Think Plot Diagram (http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/plot-diagram/) to trace the plot development along a plot line explaining how the situation gets worse and worse until there is a resolution. 
4. Have students read the final chapters (7-10) to find out if Jack and Annie’s situation gets worse before it gets better and to find out if and how they solve the riddle.
5.  After reading, engage students in a collaborative question using any or all of the following text-dependent questions.
· How did the situation get worse before it got better for Jack and Annie?
· Why did Jack and Annie try to remain calm?

· How were dolphins important in this story?

· How are the beginning and ending of the story connected?
· What did Annie mean when she said that the dolphins were the ‘true pearl in the oyster?’



	Text /Resources: Day 5

	Dolphins and Sharks by Mary Pope Osborne and Natalie Pope Boyce

Dolphins at Daybreak by Mary Pope Osborne



	Unit Standards Applicable to this Lesson

	RL.2.1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.

RI.2.1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.

RI.2.9. Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic.
RI.2.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2–3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
SL.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

W.2.6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.

W.2.8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.


	Student Outcomes

	· Students will ask and answer questions about text details.

· Students will take notes to compare and discuss information on the same topic in different texts.

· Students will compose an email to express an opinion about an event for the story.

· Students will read and comprehend complex text.



	Lesson Procedure

	1. Explain to students that, even when writing fiction, authors have to research unfamiliar topics.
2. Have students think-pair-share to discuss topics that Mary Pope Osborne might have researched to write Dolphins at Daybreak.
3. Model skimming Dolphins at Daybreak to look for information from the Ocean Guide that contains factual information the author might have researched: coral reef, min-sub, octopus, giant clam, sharks, oysters, etc. List the topics.
4. Brainstorm additional topics the author might have studied: ocean, dolphins, etc.

5. Use the “Dolphin Rescue” chart to note details in response to questions for listed chapters in Dolphins and Sharks and Dolphins at Daybreak.
Dolphin Rescue

Fact Tracker: Dolphins and Sharks: “Dolphin Life”
Dolphins at Daybreak: “Swim for Your Life”
How many dolphins travel together in a pod? Up to 40
Haw many dolphins were in the story? 2
What do dolphins do when a weak dolphin can’t get to the surface? They push it to the surface to breathe.
What did the dolphin do when Jack started to sink? The dolphin pushed him with its nose.
What do dolphins do when threatened by a shark? They make a circle around weaker dolphins, and they drive the shark away by butting it with their hard noses.
What did the dolphins do when Jack and Annie were threatened by a hammerhead shark? They let Jack and Annie hold onto their fins and swam them to the reef.
6. Engage students in a collaborative discussion about how the fictional dolphins did and did not act like real dolphins rescuing someone from a shark.

7. Brainstorm events that might be added to the story using details from the informational text.

8. Routine writing (opinion): Compose an email to the author recommending the inclusion of your event to represent dolphin life more accurately based on details from the story and the informational text.


Dolphin Fact Tracker
	What is a community of dolphins called?



	How are baby dolphins cared for?


	How do dolphins communicate with each other?


	How do dolphins get food?


	How do dolphins protect one another from danger?



Dolphin Rescue

	Fact Tracker: Dolphins and Sharks

“Dolphin Life”
	Dolphins at Daybreak

“Swim for Your Life”

	How many dolphins travel together in a pod? 

	Haw many dolphins were in the story?

	What do dolphins do when a weak dolphin can’t get to the surface? 

	What did the dolphin do when Jack started to sink? 

	What do dolphins do when threatened by a shark?


	What did the dolphins do when Jack and Annie were threatened by a hammerhead shark? 
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